
 

 
How to make a paper cut  
stained glass window 

 

Welcome to Under One Roof stained glass window craft kit.  

You will create a design by cutting out small areas of card.  

 

This craft activity is inspired by the beautiful windows at St 

Marks Church Shelton. 

 

If we built a community building like St Mark’s nowadays, how 

would we design the windows to reflect people in our 

community, your backgrounds and stories? 



Your design for a stained glass window can be anything 

meaningful to you, based on the idea of St Marks Windows. 

• It can be about life living here. 

• The people you know and see every day. 

• Tell the story of our local communities as they are today,  

• Show what our community means to you. 

• It can be about what you believe. 

• It can show your favourite things in life.  

• Look at the designs of houses, tiles, buildings and parks 

here, and use them to inspire you. 

Here are the instructions for making two different designs. 

1. Tree in a window frame 

2. Snowflake window 

You can do a very simple design and make lots of them.  

You can use different colour backgrounds for each.  

You can put them together inside your own window.  

If you make square ones you can make your window into a 

stained glass window. 

Take your time, no need to rush, enjoy the quiet. 

Try again if you don’t like it. 

We hope you enjoy crafting your own stained glass window 

design.  

  



You will need: 

• sheets of plain white card and plain white paper (A4) 

• a pencil 

• a cutting mat or chopping board 

• a craft knife and a pair of scissors 

• a glue stick 

• sheets of coloured tissue paper and sheets of coloured 

cellophane 

 

 

 

  



1 Tree in a window frame 

 

1. Get an A4 piece of white card. 

2. Make your A4 card into a square. 

➢ Fold it in half across a diagonal to make a square.  

 

 

 

➢ Draw a line across the long edge to make a rectangle. 

➢ Cut off the rectangle. 

➢ Open the fold out. You now have a square of card. 

3. Get a pencil. 

4. Draw your tree.  

➢ You need to keep a frame around the edge. 

➢ The tree will have a trunk and 4 branches. 

➢ All the branches need to join to the frame round the edge. 

5. Cross-hatch the areas that are not the tree. 

 

 

You can rub out the pencil drawing of the tree when you have 

done all the cutting.  

If you do not want to have to rub out your pencil marks, the 

side you have drawn on will be the back of your picture. If you 

are going to add words to your picture of the tree, you need to 

write them back to front like in a mirror. 

 

 

 



6. Get your cutting blade.  

7. Hold the blade with your finger on top like you would hold a 

pencil. If you need to use your whole arm to get enough 

power to press down, be extra slow and careful.  

8. Make firm cuts, slowly and carefully. 

9. Try to think ahead to how you are going to cut tight corners. 

If you are finding it hard to cut, the blade might be blunt.  

You will need to snap the end off to make it sharp again.  

Use pliers. Watch where the cut-off end goes.  

It will be sharp.  

Wrap the cut-off end in sticky tape before you put it in the bin. 

10. When you have finished cutting you are going to add 

colour to the tree. 

11. Choose the colours of tissue paper or cellophane that you 

want to use for the background. 

12. You can use different colours for different parts of the 

background. 

13. Cut out a piece. No one will see the edges so it doesn’t 

have be be neat. 

Do not glue the tissue paper. It will fall apart. 

14. Glue the card round the edges of the area where you want 

the coloured background to be. 

15. Stick the tissue paper or cellophane onto the glue. 

  



2 Snowflake window 

 

1. Get an A4 piece of white card. 

2. Make your A4 card into a square (see number 1 in the Tree 

instructions) 

3. Fold the square in half across a diagonal to make a triangle. 

4. Fold the triangle in half from end to end. 

5. Fold this smaller triangle in half. 

6. Hold this small triangle up so it looks like an ice cream cone. 

7. Fold the short side across so it is tall and thin. 

8. Cut off the spare top corner with scissors. 

 
You now have an octagon – an 8 sided shape. 

9. Draw your design. You need to do half shapes - half-star or 

half-circle for example. 

10. Do NOT cut the top edge at any time. 

11. Cut a shape into one edge. If you feel confident you can 

start to cut into the shape without drawing on the card first. 

12. Cut small shapes out from the areas between the main 

cutouts. E.g. triangle, half-circle, rectahngle. 

➢ You can open the folds to look at your design, and then 

fold it again and make another cut. 

➢ You can cut off the very point at the centre. 

➢ Make sure you leave uncut edges between each cut shape. 

13. Choose the colours of tissue paper or cellophane that you 

want to use as the background. 

You could : 

• use one colour for the whole design,  

• use different colours for each half or quarter 

• use slices of colour 

• use small pieces for the details of the cutouts 



14. Glue the edges of the card where you want to attach the 

colour sheets. If you have drawn your design, glue on the 

side you drew on. This will be the back of your snowflake 

window. 

Other ways of making your design. 

➢ You can use a ruler if you want a more geometric design. 

➢ You can use a stencil. 

➢ You can use a template from card. 

Put your paper-cut window near a source of light. 

❖ You can put it in front of a lamp. 

❖ You can put your it in your own window. In the day the light 

will shine from outside and you will see the bright colours. 

When it is dark outside if you have light on inside, people 

outside will see the bright colours. 
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